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THIS IS AN ELECTRONIC FACSIMILE OF A SIGNED DOCUMENT ON FILE AT THE MASSDEP 

November 27, 2017 

The Honorable RoseLee Vincent 

State House Room 473F 

Boston, MA 02133 

 

Dear Representative Vincent, 

Thank you for your recent letter in which you have requested an extension to the public comment 

period and an additional public hearing to be held in the City of Revere on the Provisional 

Decision that MassDEP issued on November 1, 2017.  The Provisional Decision concerns the 

proposal by Wheelabrator Saugus, Inc. (WSI) to partially fill two existing valleys (Partial Valley 

Fill Project or Project).  

The Project falls within the designation of a major modification to a landfill under the Solid 

Waste Regulations at 310 CMR 19.000.  As such, WSI submitted a major modification 

application, permit category BWPS11.  MassDEP’s review of major modifications to a landfill is 

governed by 310 CMR 19.033.  This regulation allows MassDEP to either issue its permit 

decision directly or to issue a provisional decision to provide the opportunity for any interested 

person to submit written comments on MassDEP’s provisional decision.  No public hearing is 

required or expressly authorized by the Regulations. 

Recognizing that there was significant interest in the Partial Valley Fill Project, based in part on 

the MEPA process for the Project in 2016, MassDEP issued a memorandum on May 5, 2107, to 

inform interested persons about the Public Review and Comment Opportunities available.  The 

memorandum included the following information: 

1. As authorized by MassDEP’s regulations, MassDEP decided that rather than issue the 

final decision directly, MassDEP would issue a provisional decision, to provide the public 

opportunity to review and comment on the provisional decision before it becomes final.  As 
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noted in the memorandum, MassDEP indicated that the comment period would be at least 

twenty-one (21) days from issuance of the provisional decision, consistent with the regulations. 

2. MassDEP also announced that it would hold a public hearing for the purpose of accepting 

oral and written comments on the provisional decision. 

3. MassDEP has sent emails to the Interested Persons list we are maintaining for the Project, 

to let them know the availability of documents relating to WSI’s Partial Valley Fill project.  The 

documents have been timely posted on the MassDEP web page.  As noted in those emails and on 

the web page, the documents have also been made available through WSI’s web page and at the 

Saugus and Revere public libraries. 

4. MassDEP established a dedicated email box for the Project to make it easier for the 

public to comment. 

MassDEP has responsibilities to both the public and the regulated community which MassDEP 

takes seriously.  MassDEP notes that Interested Persons: 

 Have been aware of MassDEP’s plan and schedule for public participation since May 5, 

2017; 

 Have been informed about the Project since the 2016 MEPA process;  

 Have had access to the initial Application since May 5, 2017; and  

 Have had access to the supplemental information your letter references since October 17, 

2017 (which is currently more than 3 weeks and, by end of the public comment period, 

will be 6.5 weeks). 

Having carefully considered the request for additional time, MassDEP responds as follows: 

 MassDEP will extend the public comment period until 5:00 pm on January 12, 2018. 

 MassDEP has determined that a single public hearing is appropriate and consistent with 

past practices on other permit applications.  As publicly noticed, MassDEP will hold the 

Public Hearing, solely for the purpose of taking public comment orally and in writing, on 

Thursday, November 30, 2017, at 6:30 p.m. in the Saugus High School Auditorium on 

Pierce Memorial Drive, Saugus, MA. 

 Any person who cannot attend the Hearing may submit written comments to MassDEP, 

by postal mail, delivery or email until January 12, 2018. 
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If you have any further questions related to this issue, please feel free to contact me at (978) 694-

3225. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Eric S. Worrall 

Regional Director 

 

 

 

 


